
31 March 2022  

 

 

 

      s 9(2)(a)      By email:             s 9(2)(a)         . 

 

Tēnā koe    s 9(2)(a)   , 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) which was 
received by the Classification Office on 4 March 2022. 

You asked: 

I am writing to request all the background information into the classification 
into these two films.Jackass Forever and The Batman which are released in 
February and March 2022. 

I am surprised to see that these films received different classifications into 
what I was expecting. 

In responding to your request, I have weighed up the factors in the OIA, including 
the purposes in section 4 and the principle of availability in section 5. 

Response to your request 

The documents enclosed with this response detail how we classified Jackass 
Forever and The Batman: 

• Timelines of the classification process (Jackass Forever and The Batman); 
• Consideration sheets (Jackass Forever and The Batman); 
• Register pages (Jackass Forever and The Batman); 
• Notice of decision under section 38(1) (The Batman); 
• Correspondence with interested parties (The Batman). 

Different sets of documents were produced during the classification process for 
each film because we received these films through different channels, as detailed 
below.  Additional background information is also set out below. 

Aotearoa’s rating system 

New Zealand has a cross-rating system.  This means that films rated M in Australia 
are normally rated M for New Zealand moviegoers by the Film and Video 
Labelling Body (FVLB). 

https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1982/0156/latest/DLM65364.html
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1982/0156/latest/DLM65365.html
https://www.classificationoffice.govt.nz/classification-info/what-we-classify/films/
https://www.fvlb.org.nz/about/
https://www.fvlb.org.nz/about/


  

 

 

 

The FVLB are required to submit a film to the Classification Office on behalf of the 
distributor if that film has been restricted in Australia or the United Kingdom, or if 
they consider that the film might require a restricted classification in Aotearoa. 

Aotearoa’s classification process 

When classifying a publication, our classification team follows legal criteria in 
sections 3 to 3D of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993.  These 
criteria set out the types of potentially harmful content that we are required to look 
out for when examining films and other publications.  They also require us to 
consider the effect of each publication as a whole, so individual criteria alone may 
not determine which classification a publication ends up with. 

We must balance these criteria at all times with the right to freely impart and 
receive information, set out in section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 

After examining a publication, our classification team produces a record called a 
consideration sheet.  This provides an analysis of the aspects of a publication 
which meet the legal criteria, and identifies any likelihood of injury to the public 
good that may arise from its unrestricted availability and whether an age 
restriction would reduce the potential for injury. 

How we received and classified Jackass Forever 

Jackass Forever was submitted to our office by the FVLB under section 12(1) of the 
Act on 1 December 2021.  It was classified by our office on 14 December 2021. 

As the consideration sheet for Jackass Forever notes, previous films in the Jackass 
franchise were classified R16 partly because the stunts in those films were easier 
for young people to replicate.  Most of the stunts in Jackass Forever are more 
elaborate and far-fetched, so the film is less likely to inspire young people to 
replicate them and potentially harm themselves. 

This is an example of how our office is required to make decisions reflecting 
New Zealanders’ right to freedom of expression.  We must apply the least 
restrictive classification that our society would consider reasonable and justified 
while preventing injury to the public good. 

How we received and classified The Batman 

In Australia, The Batman received an M rating.  Under their system, M films are 
recommended for viewers aged 15 years and over, but this is advisory only.  
Children of any age can legally view a film rated M in Australia. 

https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0094/latest/whole.html#DLM313407
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1990/0109/latest/DLM225513.html
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0094/latest/DLM313434.html
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0094/latest/DLM313434.html


  

 

 

 

However, in the United Kingdom, The Batman was restricted to viewers aged 15 
years and over due to its level of violence and disturbing content.  In the United 
States, the film received a PG-13 rating which strongly advises parents to be 
cautious before allowing children under the age of 13 to attend. 

Information we had regard to at this time included: 

• Australian Classification Board page on The Batman; 
• British Board of Film Classification page on The Batman; and 
• IMDb classifications page for The Batman. 

Aotearoa’s Chief Censor can use their powers under section 13(1) of the Act to “call 
in” a publication for classification.  This happens when our office identifies a 
particular risk of harm to the public.  New Zealanders have their own views about 
the level at which it is acceptable to expose children to material that may be 
violent, disturbing, or cruel. 

We became concerned about overseas reports concerning the level of violence, 
cruelty, and disturbing content in The Batman compared to other films that were 
rated M in Aotearoa.  We therefore felt it was important to call in and classify this 
film for local audiences.  The Chief Censor called in The Batman for classification 
on 28 February 2022. 

When a publication is called in for classification, the Secretary for Internal Affairs 
and the creator or distributor of the publication have the right to make written 
submissions to our office under section 20 of the Act.  The Secretary and 
NBCUniversal, the distributor of The Batman, were notified on 28 February 2022.  
Neither party made a submission. 

After our classification team examined The Batman on 3 March 2022, we decided 
that The Batman went beyond what was reasonable for an unrestricted film for 
New Zealand audiences, and reclassified it at R13 accordingly the following day.  
We took a teenage member of our Youth Advisory Panel along to our viewing, who 
shared her perspectives and reactions of the film. 

Publication of response 

This response may be published on the Classification Office’s website. If it is 
published there, your personal information will be redacted. 

 

https://www.classification.gov.au/titles/batman-7
https://www.bbfc.co.uk/release/the-batman-q29sbgvjdglvbjpwwc01mzi3otm
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1877830/parentalguide
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0094/latest/DLM313436.html
https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0094/latest/DLM313448.html
https://www.classificationoffice.govt.nz/about/youth-advisory-panel/
https://www.classificationoffice.govt.nz/about/documents-and-reports/#Responses%20to%20Official%20Information%20Act%20requests


  

 

 

 

Right of review 

You have the right to make a complaint and seek a review by the Ombudsman of 
this response under section 28(3) of the OIA.  Information about this process is 
available at ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the work of the Classification Office. 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 

 

David Shanks 
Chief Censor 
Classification Office—Te Mana Whakaatu 

https://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1982/0156/latest/DLM65654.html
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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Publication Search Screen > Publication

Publication History for Jackass Forever
2100493.000 Film.000

Status History

Status User Name Date

Complete sys 01/01/2022

Decision Registered 14/12/2021

Classified & Signed 14/12/2021

Decision Affirmed 10/12/2021

Draft Complete 09/12/2021

Drafting Decision 09/12/2021

Examined 09/12/2021

Examining 09/12/2021

Queued 01/12/2021

Logged 17/11/2021

Publication Movements

Add

Movement User Name Date

Pub Received 01/12/2021
ion

Notes

Viewing at Embassy Theatre, Tuesday 07 
December 2021 0930hrs 96 minutes. Decision 
required for 17 December 2021

Direction Emailed to LB 14/12/2021

Disposal Action Destroy 14/12/2021

Final Docs Dispatched 14/12/2021

Page 1 of 1OFLC Publication - Jackass Forever

10/03/2022http://cdaapp/CDA/Pages/Screens/Publication/PublicationStatusHistoryPage.aspx
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1 Note that a publication can be found to deal with a matter such as sex if (a) the publication is or contains 1 or more 
visual images of 1 or more children or young persons who are nude or partially nude; and (b) those 1 or more visual 
images are, alone, or together with any other contents of the publication, reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual 
in nature. (s 3(1A)). 
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Publication Search Screen > Publication

Publication History for The Batman
2200063.000 Film.000

Status History

Status User Name Date

Decision Registered 04/03/2022

Classified & Signed 04/03/2022

Date of Notice of Decision 04/03/2022

Decision Affirmed 03/03/2022

Draft Complete 03/03/2022

Drafting Decision 03/03/2022

Examined 03/03/2022

Examining 03/03/2022

Queued 02/03/2022

Logged 28/02/2022

Publication Movements

Add

Movement User Name Date

Pub Received 01/03/2022 2

Notes

Viewing at Embassy Theatre, 03/03/2022, 
0930hrs. Cinema 3

Direction Emailed to LB 04/03/2022

Disposal Action Destroy 04/03/2022

Final Docs Dispatched 04/03/2022

Page 1 of 1OFLC Publication - The Batman

10/03/2022http://cdaapp/CDA/Pages/Screens/Publication/PublicationStatusHistoryPage.aspx
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1 Note that a publication can be found to deal with a matter such as sex if (a) the publication is or contains 1 or more 
visual images of 1 or more children or young persons who are nude or partially nude; and (b) those 1 or more visual 
images are, alone, or together with any other contents of the publication, reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual 
in nature. (s 3(1A)). 
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From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 4:14 pm
To: Submissions
Subject: FYI: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman [OFLC 2200063]

From: John Michael [mailto:John.Michael@dia.govt.nz]  
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 4:11 pm 
To: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman  

Hi Rupert 

Just letting you know we wont be making a submission on this. 

Kind regards 

JP 

From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 2:08 PM
To: John Michael <John.Michael@dia.govt.nz>
Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>
Subject: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman

Kia ora JP,

David has “called in” the Batman film to be released later this week. His reasons are outlined below. 

The legislation provides that the Secretary for Internal Affairs may make written submissions on any publication 
submitted under section 13.  

The film is due to be released later in the week.  I spoke with Universal Pictures International NZ and they are
arranging a screening as soon as possible. We’ll be looking to move fast to have the film classified before its release.

Please let me know if DIA wish to file any submissions on behalf of the Secretary so I can build that into this very
short timeframe. Don’t hesitate to give me a call if you want.

Ngā mihi nui,

Rupert

Rupert Ablett-Hampson (he/him) 
Kairāhui Whakaaturanga Tuarua | Deputy Chief Censor   
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office 
Phone : +64 22 620 0831 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz 
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson  
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 1:08 pm 
To: 'tony.bald@nbcuni.com' <tony.bald@nbcuni.com> 
Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>; Sharon <sharon@fvlb.org.nz>; 'Nicola Denney' 
<nicola@fvlb.org.nz> 
Subject: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman  

Dear Mr Bald, 

I have been advised that Universal Pictures International NZ is the distributor of the film THE BATMAN (the film) (our
reference 2200063.000).

The purpose of this email is to inform you that David Shanks, New Zealand’s Chief Censor has determined under
section 13(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the Act) that the film should be
examined by the Classification Office for classification under section 23 of the Act.

This film has been classified as M in Australia which would, without intervention, result in the Film & Video Labelling
Body issuing an M label in New Zealand. Some other jurisdictions however have imposed some form of restriction
on the film, in particular the UK the film has a 15 rating on the basis of strong threat and violence. In the
circumstances the Chief Censors views it as appropriate to have the film classified. 

We are aware of the imminent release of the film and we will do all we can to progress the classification
quickly.  We look forward to you providing a means of examining the film.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if necessary.

Yours sincerely,

Rupert Ablett-Hampson 

Rupert Ablett-Hampson (he/him) 
Kairāhui Whakaaturanga Tuarua | Deputy Chief Censor   
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office 
Phone : +64 22 620 0831 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz 
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson
Sent: Tuesday, 1 March 2022 2:59 pm
To: Bald, Tony (NBCUniversal)
Cc: Submissions; Sharon; Nicola Denney
Subject: RE: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman 

Dear Tony, 

Thanks for the call earlier today.  I can confirm that the team can get to the Embassy for Thursday morning at
9.30am. 

I’m sorry but I didn’t write down the cinema number, if you’ve got that it would be good. 

Kind regards, 

Rupert 

Rupert Ablett-Hampson (he/him) 
Kairāhui Whakaaturanga Tuarua | Deputy Chief Censor
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office
Phone : +64 22 620 0831
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

From: Bald, Tony (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 4:48 pm
To: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz> 
Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>; Sharon <sharon@fvlb.org.nz>; Nicola Denney
<nicola@fvlb.org.nz>
Subject: RE: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman

Hi Rupert 

Still haven’t heard from The Embassy but got hold of the programming manager here in Auckland who informed me
that due to the current conditions they are not staffing the venue most mornings so tomorrow will be out I am
afraid. He is going to try and organize Wednesday morning however he feels it will most likely be Thursday when
they had extra staff on for the release of THE BATMAN (ironically) 

I will keep you up to date with any response I get however I would think Wednesday earliest at this stage 

Apologies for not having anything more concrete 

Tony 

From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 4:41 PM 
To: Bald, Tony (NBCUniversal) <Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com> 
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Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>; Sharon <sharon@fvlb.org.nz>; Nicola Denney 
<nicola@fvlb.org.nz> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman  

Thank you for that update Tony.  I do have a team who can attend a screening tomorrow morning if you are able to 
confirm before the end of today. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Rupert 

From: Bald, Tony (NBCUniversal) [mailto:Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com]
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 2:52 pm
To: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz> 
Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>; Sharon <sharon@fvlb.org.nz>; Nicola Denney
<nicola@fvlb.org.nz>
Subject: RE: Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman

Hi Rupert 

Nice talking to you earlier. 

As per the below I have emailed the Embassy to book a screen for the OFLC to view and will let you know as soon as 
I hear back from them (I have also tried calling but no one is answering)

Regards 

Tony 

From: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 28 February 2022 1:08 PM
To: Bald, Tony (NBCUniversal) <Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com>
Cc: Submissions <submissions@classificationoffice.govt.nz>; Sharon <sharon@fvlb.org.nz>; Nicola Denney
<nicola@fvlb.org.nz>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Notice of Chief Censor's "call in" : The Batman

Dear Mr Bald, 

I have been advised that Universal Pictures International NZ is the distributor of the film THE BATMAN (the film) (our
reference 2200063.000).

The purpose of this email is to inform you that David Shanks, New Zealand’s Chief Censor has determined under
section 13(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the Act) that the film should be
examined by the Classification Office for classification under section 23 of the Act.

This film has been classified as M in Australia which would, without intervention, result in the Film & Video Labelling
Body issuing an M label in New Zealand. Some other jurisdictions however have imposed some form of restriction
on the film, in particular the UK the film has a 15 rating on the basis of strong threat and violence. In the
circumstances the Chief Censors views it as appropriate to have the film classified. 

We are aware of the imminent release of the film and we will do all we can to progress the classification 
quickly.  We look forward to you providing a means of examining the film. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if necessary. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Rupert Ablett-Hampson 

Rupert Ablett-Hampson (he/him) 
Kairāhui Whakaaturanga Tuarua | Deputy Chief Censor   
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office 
Phone : +64 22 620 0831 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz 
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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From: Submissions
To: john.michael@dia.govt.nz
Cc: Rupert Ablett-Hampson
Subject: Decision for The Batman [OFLC 2200063]
Date: Friday, 4 March 2022 10:43:00 am
Attachments: Decision - The Batman [OFLC 2200063].pdf

image001.png

Kia ora John

The promised decision document is attached.

Please contact us require further information regarding the decision.

Ngā mihi

 
Āpiha Whakarite Hangarau | Registrar
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office
DDI: 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

From: Submissions 
Sent: Friday, 4 March 2022 10:23 am
To: john.michael@dia.govt.nz
Subject: Register page for The Batman [OFLC 2200063]

Tēnā koe John Michael

Please find attached a copy of the Register page for The Batman [OFLC 2200063].
This film was ‘called-in’ by the Chief Censor.

The register page contains the rating determined by the classification process, and a
summary of the decision.

A full decision document will be emailed to you later today.

If you are dissatisfied by the decision, you may apply for a review by the Film and
Literature Board of Review under s47 of the Films, Videos, and Publications
Classification Act 1993.
There is a strict application period attached to making an appeal, the Board’s
administrator will be able to provide you with details.
Information about that process is found here.

Regards,

 

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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Āpiha Whakarite Hangarau | Registrar
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office
DDI:  
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
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From: Submissions
To: "Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com"
Cc: Rupert Ablett-Hampson
Subject: Decision - The Batman [OFLC 2200063]
Date: Friday, 4 March 2022 10:42:00 am
Attachments: Decision - The Batman [OFLC 2200063].pdf

image001.png

Kia ora Tony

The promised decision document is attached.

Please contact us require further information regarding the decision.

Ngā mihi

 
Āpiha Whakarite Hangarau | Registrar
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office
DDI: 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

From: Submissions 
Sent: Friday, 4 March 2022 10:01 am
To: Tony.Bald@nbcuni.com
Cc: Rupert Ablett-Hampson <Rupert.Ablett-Hampson@classificationoffice.govt.nz>
Subject: Register page for The Batman [OFLC 2200063]

Kia ora Tony

Please find attached a copy of the Register page for The Batman [OFLC 2200063]
This contains the rating, content warnings, and a summary of the decision for the rating.

A full decision document will be emailed to you later today.

If you are dissatisfied by the decision, you may apply for a review by the Film and
Literature Board of Review under s47 of the Films, Videos, and Publications
Classification Act 1993.
There is a strict application period attached to making an appeal, the Board’s
administrator will be able to provide you with details.
Information about that process is found here.

Regards,

 
Āpiha Whakarite Hangarau | Registrar

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)
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Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
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From: Submissions
To: "Sharon"; "Nicola Denney"
Subject: Decision document - The Batman [OFLC 2200063]
Date: Friday, 4 March 2022 10:48:00 am
Attachments: image001.png

Decision - The Batman [OFLC 2200063].pdf

Kia ora Sharon

The decision document for The Batman [OFLC 2200063] is attached.

Please contact us if you require further information regarding the decision.

Ngā mihi

 
Āpiha Whakarite Hangarau | Registrar
Te Mana Whakaatu | Classification Office
DDI: 
www.classificationoffice.govt.nz
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)
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